
 

FARM2LAB 

User Guide 

 



2 

 

Contents 

Home Page ................................................................................................................................. 3 

My Clients ................................................................................................................................... 4 

View sampling map ..................................................................................................................... 8 

Finalise Plan ............................................................................................................................... 18 

Statistics .................................................................................................................................. 22 

Trend Map ................................................................................................................................. 23 

Settings .....................................................................................................................................25 

FARM2LAB  Mobile................................................................................................................... 26 

Manual Sampling - Mobile ........................................................................................................ 30 

Plant Sampling .......................................................................................................................... 35 

Mobile Settings ......................................................................................................................... 37 

 

  



3 

 

Home Page 

 

  

Sample plans that 

have been completed 

and require final 

review before 

submitting to APAL. 

Quick link to find 

client and add client. 

Clicking on the client 

will take you to their 

My Client page.  

 

Sample plans which 

have been created 

and synced with 

mobile device 

awaiting paddock 

sampling.  



4 

 

My Clients  
 

 

 

 

 

Active clients  sample 

data within the last 12 

months.   

 

Use dropdown to add 

clients from 

organisations list or 

merge data together. 

Submission information 

is free type.   
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Use dropdown to view 

client information, 

create plan, change 

client details or set as 

inactive which will take 

them off the list.  

 

Client name can be clicked on to view information.   
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Individual client overview. All uploaded and direct 

lab results (GPS coordinates required for direct 

from lab upload).  

Historical information can be uploaded by 

paddock provided paddock boundary and 

paddock field in template are EXACTLY the same. 

   

 

Data upload  paddock boundaries accepted in 

.shp, .kmz and .kml form as are paddock zones. 

NOTE: paddock zones can only be uploaded if 

there are existing paddock boundaries.  
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To upload historical data utilise the template. Do 

not change any of the column headers. Leave 

column blank if unknown. 
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View sampling map 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

 Click to turn on marker labels. 

   

 

Click to make zones visible. 

   

 

Click to make paddock names 

visible. 
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Click to show change to previous result on the same site. 

   



11 

 

Start a sampling plan  Analysis  

Use historical sample information to inform the next sampling plan. Choose from the nutrients 

across the top (right click for more where available) or soil texture. All years, sample depth and 

individual paddocks can be chosen by clicking on the down arrow next to each text.  

 

 

 

Click to drag individual sites across to sample planner. 
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Hold down right mouse button to create a box to add 

multiple sites to planner. 
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Sample Planning  Previous plans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set resample period. 

Legend on the right. 

   

Choose a previous 

submission to re-sample. 
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Sample Planning  Custom 

 

Import historical files with GPS locations (does not require existing paddock boundaries to 

import). If manually bringing in via Excel, use the inserted template. Do not change or add in 

any other column headings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Manually enter GPS coordinates. 
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Sample Planning  Grid 

Select a paddock from the drop down before adding grid. Once selected, click Add Grid  

 

 

 

Use crosshair to mark point on the 

map. If paddocks are loaded, then 

paddock name will be automated.  
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Choose grid size. 

   
Choose grid direction. 

   

 

 

 

Use to change grid 

orientation. 

   

 



17 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

If sample points do not line up as expected, they can be 

moved to avoid the area not to be sampled. The edit and 

remove function can be used to change point location and 

name.  
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Finalise Plan 

 

Choose test sets. Any tests nominated as favourites will appear at the top of the list.  

 

  

 

 

 

To add extras, click the pencil, choose 

from the list and click add, then save 

extras. 

   

 

 

Multiple depths can be added. Each depth 

increment will default to 10cm. Manually 

override to change. Different test sets and 

extras can be chosen.  

 

Multiple depths 0  10 + 0  60cm can be 

chosen by clicking all duplicate depths. 
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If you have a quote, this can be chosen prior to choosing test set. The applicable quote will 

then be applied to the *whole plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click Save Sampling Group to finish. 
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To add multiple test codes to the same submission, click Add New Group  

 

 

Once finished, click end to Device  which will allow you to add in admin information. 

 

 
Add in purchase or client number for your reference 

if required. 

Report type can be data only (Excel) or a technical 

report. When choosing a technical report, make sure 

a crop type is added before submitting to the lab 

post-sampling. 

Uploading to other platforms is applicable for 

Agworld and *Back Paddock only. 

Any sampling instructions and the sample plan can 

be assigned to another user within your organisation 

to carry out the sampling. 

 to finalise sync.  
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The sampling plan is now visible on the mobile device and homepage ready for sampling. The 

sampling plan can be edited at any stage before the actual in-paddock sampling has 

commenced. 

 

 

  

 

 



22 

 

Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of tests to 

date. Data will depend 

on level of authority.  

Customers and 

soil/plant data vs 

previous year.  

Common tests + extras.   
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Trend Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View all clients/farms 

aggregated data. Use for 

benchmarking and trend 

analysis.  

   

 

View by soil type.   
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Save as a .png 
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Settings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use for fast creation of 

sample plan.  

   

Default site distance. Sites within this 

distance will be combined. 

   

Default nutrient viewed in maps. 

   

Used for total N kg/ha calculation under 

My Client Analysis (see My Clients for more 

information). 
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FARM2LAB  Mobile 

 

 

 
The default view in the app is Guided plans  These 

are plans that have been created with a known 

sampling location. To sample manually, tap Switch 

to unplanned  

View by clients. If making changes on the web 

platform, tap refresh  to update. 

All sample plans will be visible. To commence 

sampling, tap egin .  
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The default view will bring up the cursor in the scan 

box. This helps when a Bluetooth scanner is 

connected.  

Use arrows to open up the map view. 

To view all sites tap View site list . 

Once you are on the site location, tap can  to add 

in the bag barcode. This barcode is now unique to 

that site for all applicable information  
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Repeat until all sites have been sampled. Once sampling has been completed, the box will 

change from Next sample  to Submit plan  

     

The finalised sample plan will now be available on the web platform for review prior to 

submission to the lab.  

 

 

 

If you are ever unable to complete the 

sampling depth, choose nable to sample  

This will move you on to the next site. 

If you are unable to sample due to time or 

weather constraints at the time of reviewing 

the sample plan prior to submission in the 

online portal, these sites can be used to 

create another sampling plan. This allows you 

to send what has been sampled off to the lab 

without losing the points for the yet-to-be-

sampled sites.   

 

Review: If the report type is changed to 

technical, make sure a crop type is added. 

There will be a prompt before submitting if this 

step is not actioned.  

Submit to APAL  will send the submission 

information to the lab to await the physical 

receival of the samples. Tests and information 

can be changed up until the point of receipt 

at the lab.    
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Manual Sampling - Mobile 

 

      

 

 

Manual sample plans can be started and finished 

later. The only way the data will be lost is to 

uninstall and reinstall the app. NOTE: the data 

will only be available on the device that is being 

used. 

To start a new manual sampling submission, tap 

Begin unplanned sampling     

 

 

Choose from an existing customer or 

enter in new details. If applicable, 

quotes can be chosen at this point. 

Details of existing customers will be 

automatically populated.     
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Sample tab options  

 

 

1. Paddock boundaries on 

2. Paddock zones on 

3. Off 

4. Sample names on 

5. No sample names but visible 

6. Off 

Paddock name will be auto populated if 

there are existing boundaries, next site 

changes with numerical 1,2,3. 

Tap to change sample depth. 
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Another example 

   

Once completed, sample plan is available on the web platform for completion where you can 

add test sets etc.  
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All successful submissions will receive and email back from APAL. 
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Plant Sampling 
Plant sampling is only able to be competed manually.  

    

 

 

Fill out details.  
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Make sure to click the pin drop 

icon to record location. 

Scan barcode. 

Use the description to help with 

identifying sampled area. 

Plant count where biomass is 

required.  

Use add point to add samples. 

Complete paddock when all 

samples are taken. 

 

 

Tap the edit icon to 

change plant test, choose site 

description and add in plant. 

count. 
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Completed summary of recent sampling events 

 

 

Mobile Settings 
 

 

 

Use contact us to email enquiries, 

 

Update libraries where changes have occurred on the web platform or APAL 

online. Changes could be access to growth stages, new crops added, new 

customer etc. 

Export data to a new mobile device. 

If any issues are experienced turn on send logs to enable our developers to 

visualise your experience. 

Turn on barcode scanner when using, note this will disable the keyboard. 

Turn require website review on/off. When off, sample plans will submit 

directly to the lab with no opportunity to review. 


